


Text and Other Notes 

KJV:                                                                           NIV: 

When Israel went out of Egypt,  

the house of Jacob from a people of strange language; 

 Judah was his sanctuary, and Israel his dominion. 

The sea saw it, and fled: Jordan was driven back. 

The mountains skipped like rams,  

and the little hills like lambs. 

What ailed thee, O thou sea, that thou fleddest?  

thou Jordan, that thou wast driven back? 

Ye mountains, that ye skipped like rams;  

and ye little hills, like lambs? 

Tremble, thou earth, at the presence of the Lord,  

at the presence of the God of Jacob; 

Which turned the rock into a standing water, 

 the flint into a fountain of waters. 

When Israel came out of Egypt,  

Jacob from a people of foreign tongue, 

Judah became God’s sanctuary, Israel his dominion. 

The sea looked and fled, the Jordan turned back; 

the mountains leaped like rams,  

the hills like lambs. 

Why was it, sea, that you fled?  

Why, Jordan, did you turn back? 

Why, mountains, did you leap like rams,  

you hills, like lambs? 

Tremble, earth, at the presence of the Lord,  

at the presence of the God of Jacob, 

who turned the rock into a pool,  

the hard rock into springs of water. 

 

 

 

Psalm 114 (Tremble All the Earth) is a hectic, energetic, and sonically diverse piece created to challenge 

choirs and engage listeners. To embody the “reverent” sort of fear present in the text, the piece 

frequently jumps around and changes; jumping between keys, modes, rhythmic motifs, tempos, 

and sections at the drop of a hat. It notably combines elements of both KJV and NIV versions of the 

original Psalm 114 text to widen the range of the text (and subsequently, the music).  

 

Julian “Jules” Rios (b. 2005) is a Panamanian-American composer focusing on vocal and 

choral-related works. He is currently studying Music 

Composition at East Tennessee State University in Johnson 

City, Tennessee. He has previously composed commercial 

works for podcasts, and recently composed a piece in 

collaboration with the Sing Me a Story Foundation, which was 

debuted by the award-winning East Tennessee State University 

Chorale in 2024. In Late 2024, he was the sole recipient of the 

Teresa Bowers  Endowed Scholarship, dedicated to students 

focusing on vocal arts activities.  
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Psalm	114	(Tremble	All	the	Earth)

For the East Tennessee State University Chorale, 
Dr. Alan Stevens, Conductor

for SATB choir (div.), unaccompanied
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more cacophonous

All "What" and "Back" notes are essentially accented, with a 
hard + loud attack followed by a fast decrescendo. Not staccato. 

growing cacophonous

(cresc.)

cresc.

cresc.

(cresc.)

(cresc.)

cresc.

(cresc.)

cresc.




 






















 




























 









 


























































 



















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







88

92

S

S

A

A

T

T

B

B

Pno.

Pno.























 
























 
 

 





 




 
















  










 












 



















 














 

 
















 
















 














 









 




































 






























































 



 











































 







 
































































































 




















 

 







 
















 



 

 







 






in

Earth in theble

Earth

theall

allTremback? TremBack?ven the

Lord!

Back?dri Lordtheble

Trem

in

the inEarth Lordback

and

back allble

ble the

Trem

back?

Trem Lord, Trem

the

Trem

ble

Trem

Tremthe

bleOh,

Earth

back?

the Lord!

Lord,

all in

Tremback ble,back

Oh,

Trem

ble all

Trem

the

back ble all ble,

Earth in

the

Lord! Trem

Earthback in

the

back Tremback the Lord,

bleTrem

H





 















13















 
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S

S2

A

T

T2

B

Pno.







 





















 

 
  






 


 











  


 






 



 


  


 


    
  

 

 
































































 





 











 
 






















 
 








 















































 



 

 

 





   





 

  




 




 



 

 







 

 

 

  









  













Earthallble Lord!the Oh,

ble theall Earth Oh, Lord!in the Lord

allble Oh,Earththe Lord!

the Earthble all Lord!Oh,

bleall Tremthethe Lordble Oh,inEarth all Lord!

Earth

Lord!theble Oh,the in Lordall Earth

truly cacophonous, crash and burn
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